
                                 

 



Introduction 

This is a guide intended for any prospective snail farmer, smallholder or anyone who wants to 

grow their food and become more self-sufficient. Snail farming has been here since the Roman 

times and it is a very profitable and fulfilling business. Warmer climates with lots of humidity 

are a perfect location for breeding snails. In some climates the weather is too cold in some 

months; therefore snail breeders breed snails indoors in a controlled environment, which 

enables them to have a continuous production process throughout the year. Snail farming 

isn’t for everyone; the farming and selling of snails requires hard work, determination, love 

for nature and persistence. Even though the market for snails is growing, the buyers are not 

that easy to find so you need to consider if you are committed to do everything from cleaning 

snails to marketing and promoting your business. 

 

Choosing a site for your snail farm 

Before deciding on which land to buy or rent you need to consider different factors. The most 

natural form of snail farming is conducted in open pastures, with suitable plants grown for 

food and shelter and where there is no shade covering used. It might be good to assess 

whether there are strong winds in that area, as this would dry out the soil which would not be 

beneficial for farming snails. If the land is surrounded by trees this might give some shelter 

from the strong wind. Sometimes it is advised to do soil analysis and disinfestation to ensure 

the land is suitable for growing leafy, green vegetable crops and to eliminate predatory insects 

and pests. The optimum pH of the soil is between pH 5.8 to 7.5 and there should be around 3 

– 4 % of calcium in the soil. If the soil is too hard, such as clay soil, snails will not be able to lay 

eggs properly. 

The soil has to be kept moist by rain, night-time dew or controlled watering. Snail will eat and 

move faster when the ground and plants are moist enough. However too much water could 

create puddles and snails would drown; therefore it is important that there is good soil 

drainage. As previously mentioned, the trees are good to be around the site to slow down any 

winds, however the snail farming area should not have any trees, as these would be ideal for 

any predators such as birds and would prevent dewfall. Also too much shade would slow down 

plant growth. 

If you want to grow snails as a hobby then an area from 1000 to 2000 square metres would 

be enough. If you want to be a professional snail farmer then you would need to start with 

10,000 square metres and continue growing if needed.  Any extra space not used for snail 

breeding can be planted with supplemental crops to feed the snails. 
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Preparation of site 

Before you start planting you need to make sure that the land is cleared of weeds. The best 

way is to use a contact herbicide and then comes the cultivation with a rotary hoe and putting 

up the perimeter fence. It is recommended that you perform chemical disinfestation of 

predatory insects and organisms, and that you add fertiliser to the soil to make it rich and 

ready for planting.  

 You will need to invest in quality equipment and gardening tools such as shovel, hoe, rake, 

and cutlass. You will also need to have a scale for weighing snails, a water container and a 

watering can for keeping the soil moist and refilling water and feeding troughs or dishes. You 

also need some equipment for cleaning other areas, such as a broom. 

The next step is to divide the land into sections for the wooden posts to be put up – these will 

then hold the internal nets. There are two types of fences that need to be put up – the 

perimeter fence and internal fences. Perimeter fence is the outer fence, which is made out of 

sheets of galvanised iron. You need to bury the sheets 30 – 40 centimetres deep into the 

ground using wooden or iron posts to support the structure. This will not only prevent snails 

from escaping, but will also prevent any predators from entering, especially the ones who dig 

through the soil. If you add wire netting and electrified wire on top of the galvanised sheets 

you will increase the safety to the snail farming site. It is highly recommended that there is a 

cleared area between the perimeter and internal fencing, as this will stop snails from going 

further in cases when they escape the internal fences. You would need to also put up the 

internal fences, which are used to separate the breeding and growing areas. The most durable 

internal fences are made of durable, black, weather-resistant 100% polyethylene. With two 

downward facing flaps at 40 cm and 70 cm from the ground these fences prevent the snails 

from crawling out of the enclosure. You would need to place wooden posts at 3-4 metre 

intervals to support the netting that is buried into the ground at least 10 cm. The area is usually 

from 20-45 metres long and 2-4 metres wide. When the new-born snails are hatched in the 

reproductive area the fences can be moved. You need to make sure you prepare the soil with 

further rotary hoeing and that you have put the irrigation in place.  

 

Predators 

There are some predators that are a danger to your snail farm and there are many ways to 

prevent the damage. Most common predators are carnivorous beetles that live in the soil and 

are attracted by the same moisture as snails. The best thing to do is to eradicate these pests 

by a chemical disinfestation during the preparation stage of the snail farm.  
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Bigger predators such as rats, lizards, snakes and toads love to eat snails therefore it is very 

important that you bury the external fence deep enough to prevent them from entering your 

site. Before you put up the fence you need to ensure that there are no hatchlings or adult 

animals present on your site. 

Furthermore, birds such as crows and magpies can be very dangerous predators because they 

break the shell with their beaks and eat the snail. It is advised that you put strong netting 

above your snail farm to keep the birds away. 

In some areas, rabbits, hares and moles can be a danger as they eat the crops and cause 

damage to snails by crushing their shells. 

 

Food 

Snails are vegetarians and they like a variety of food such as vegetables and grain cereals. 

However feeding in ‘pasture production’ systems usually only includes plants that have fleshy 

green leaves that contain mineral salts, nitrates, and sulphates and carbonates which assist in 

shell building. Snails eat solid food by grazing around and scraping it with their radula – a rasp 

like structure of tiny teeth used for scraping food particles off a surface and drawing them into 

the mouth. Snails stop feeding once they start mating – usually in the middle of June (Northern 

hemisphere). After laying eggs the snails continue to eat again and they can be removed away 

from the eggs to give more space to young hatchlings 

Plants are primarily used as food, but they also provide protection from sun, heavy rain or hail. 

That is why the timing of sowing is important; you need to ensure an established vegetation 

at all times. Rotation of growing areas is essential for optimum crop and snail production. You 

are best to sow plants by hand to give good ground coverage and try to sow a variety of plants 

according to their growing season.  

Most popular plants include burdock, borage plantain, sorrel, chervil and sunflower. Plants 

that are mostly used in ‘pasture like’ units are beetroot, cole (horse cabbage), chicory, 

artichoke, radish, sunflower and rapeseed. You might decide to add supplements to help snails 

grow faster, such as dry cereals and other vegetables like carrots and cucumbers, especially 

towards the end of summer and autumn. 

Other plants to grow include: 

 Cabbage, carrot, cauliflower, beans, barley, bindweed, celeriac, celery, cucumber, 

chive, kale, leek, lettuce, nettle, onion greens, parsley, peas, potatoes, pumpkin, 

radish, spinach, sweet pea, tomatoes, and turnip. 

 Apple, apricot, ripe cherries, peach, ripe pears, plum 

 Chamomile, carnation, dandelion, hibiscus, lily 
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There are some supplementary plants which can be added to your selection to enrich the 

vitamin intake, such as copra cake for vitamin D, wheat germ and lettuce for vitamin E, and 

cabbage and African spinach for vitamin K. 

If your tests have revealed that the soil is not high in calcium, then you will need to add 

calcium. Calcium ensures escargot shells grow at an appropriate growth rate to prevent 

cracking of the shell and damaging the snail. The lack of calcium may also cause the shell to 

be too thin and also slow the entire growth of the snail. It can be added in form of ground 

limestone and you can sprinkle it on the ground or the vegetable leaves. Alternatively you can 

serve the calcium in a feeding dish or trough. Be careful that the calcium does not contain any 

harmful salts or is not too alkaline to burn the snails. 

Overall you need to find the right plants to fit the climate and remember that snails prefer 

juicy leaves and vegetables over dry ones. Their food may consist of 20% bran based and 80% 

vegetable and fruit based, but more importantly, a farmer needs to provide plenty of drinking 

water for the snails to eat and grow fast. Clean drinking water can be served in a shallow 

container to reduce the risk of the snail drowning. On some snail farms there is a watering 

system in place such as water sprinklers to keep the moisture at an appropriate level.  

Before embarking on starting profitable farming such as escargot farming, make sure the land 

you buy or rent is well drained, as no puddles should occur at any time. The land also needs 

to be somewhere a bit remote – to prevent noise and pollution. 

  

Breeding 

Once your plants are grown to a decent size, you can now place the breeder snails inside the 

fence. It is advised to place 25 Helix aspersa or 20 Helix pomatia for every square metre. Don’t 

overcrowd the area as this will cause the snails to not grow to their full size and the mortality 

will be high because of too much slime on the ground. You should start the process of breeding 

in early spring when temperatures get warmer. Carefully select the breeder snails according 

to size and quality and place them in the chosen area with well-grown vegetables. Make sure 

that the breeder snails don’t escape and try to make their environment as best as possible by 

keeping the soil moist and enough air to circulate between plants. You can even trim some 

vegetables to encourage fresh growth. Next year you can lower the density of breeder snails 

to 15 per square metre, because the mortality rate will be lower. The second generation of 

breeders have been accustomed to your farm and its climate and environment therefore they 

will not experience much stress. 

Snails are hermaphrodites, meaning they have both male and female reproductive organs. 

Also, they can only lay eggs when mating with another snail of the same species. It gets even 

more exciting – some snails mate as a female one season and as a male the next, but other 

snails can play both roles at the same time and fertilize each other simultaneously.  
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Snails are mature enough to start reproducing from one month and a half to five years, 

depending on species. The reason is their short life expectancy of five to seven years, allowing 

for a faster growth rate of the species. 

Usually snails mate in the late spring or early summer (Northern hemisphere), but in some 

warmer climates it can happen in autumn or even several times per year. Mating happens 

after the sunset, when the snails are at their peak activity. The mating process is very slow and 

it can take up to twelve hours. Once completed, the sperm can remain in the snail for up to a 

year, but usually snails lay eggs within two weeks. Once the fertilization is completed, eggs 

will grow inside the snail, until they are ready to be delivered. A snail can carry up to 100 eggs 

at a time. Snails lay their eggs in the soil and bury them into separate places inside a small hole 

1 to 1½ inches deep in the soil in a cool place. This will protect the eggs and enable them to 

hatch. The soil has to be the right temperature, humidity and composition. 

Best conditions: 

 Soil temperature: around 21 °C (70 °F). 

 Soil moisture: 80% 

 Composition: 20% – 40 % organic material 

Snails reproduce mostly in their second year of life and may lose a lot of weight during laying 

eggs. Some snails never recover and die after the snail breeding season. Snails will start mating 

and laying eggs in months with at least 10 hours of daylight. Eggs will begin hatching after 2 – 

4 weeks, depending on the warmth and the little baby snails will climb out of their nests after 

few more days. As soon as snails hatch they will need a source of calcium to build a stronger 

shell. The best and closest source of calcium is their egg and other, still unhatched, eggs, which 

might cause danger for your produce and is called cannibalism. The best way to avoid 

cannibalism is to keep the temperature around 20 °C (68 °F). This will make most eggs hatch 

within 1 to 3 days apart, which will prevent cannibalism. Sometimes the hatching process can 

happen over a longer period and this makes cannibalism much more frequent. 

Snails reproduce themselves very efficiently, which makes the snail breeding a fairly simple 

procedure and the snail farm a very profitable form of farming. Snails being hermaphrodites 

and laying many eggs at the same time means the farm can grow from a small breeding patch 

very quickly. 
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Growing 

After hatching, you can leave baby snails to grow to around three months of age before you 

transfer them to growing areas that have fresh full-grown crops. It is important that these 

crops are dense to give protection from the summer sun. However, they should not be bigger 

than 25 cm to allow enough air to circulate. You can simply trim the plants once they grow too 

much. 

The usual feeding season is from April to October (Northern hemisphere), when snails grow 

and fatten up. Snails can eat a lot on some days and nothing on other days – depending on 

the weather, and you will probably need to supplement their supply with cut crops and dry 

food. Moistening the soil improves their feeding activity as it makes it easier for snails to move 

around. When it becomes too hot and dry snails usually become inactive, and hide in their 

shells and become dormant until cooler, moister weather returns. The snails estivate in groups 

on tree trunks, posts, or walls. During winter months snails hibernate, therefore they need to 

build up their fat reserves to live on during hibernation. 

Snails like damp and dark places, therefore they are most active a few hours after sunset, 

when dew appears and the temperature is low. During daytime snails usually seek shelter 

under plants. 

Some snail can grow faster than others under the same conditions and some will even take 

twice as long to become mature. 

Growth of snails depends on many factors: 

 Quality of snail food 

 Stress 

 Population density 

 Temperature 

 Moisture 

 Breeding technology 

Snails are sensitive creatures. They are affected by too much noise, touch, unhygienic 
conditions, vibration, light, and irregular feedings. 

Once the snails go into hibernation in colder months, in the Northern hemisphere this is in 

December and January, the snails’ activity ceases and they close up in the shell for the winter 

rest. Snails in colder climates adapt to winter temperatures by creating a thin film of material 

around them to protect them from freezing. This material makes the temperature of the soil 

warmer by 5 – 10 degrees Celsius. 
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Harvesting 

Snails are ready to be harvested as soon as they reach maturity. You will know this by looking 

at them closely - once their lip edge has become hard they are mature and will not grow 

further. The beauty of harvesting snails is that you can do it at your own pace, usually on a 

weekly basis. In the northern hemisphere this is done in autumn and spring.  

Another thing to note is that farmers of Helix Pomatia or other species have to pick up, starve 

and sell all the reproducer snails at the end of the summer. If you leave them in the breeding 

farm they will probably die of exhaustion as they have just been used for whole season of 

intensive mating. Farmers of Helix Aspersa can leave the reproducers during the second year 

of activity because the ones born during the summer will are already be sexually mature the 

year after. The new reproducers will be chosen in April in the fattening fences. 

Once you collect snails you need to put them into cages for purging, this will clear their 

digestive system of any soil or grit, as they will not have any food. This usually takes seven 

days and it is best to use airy cages in cool areas, without any food. Some farmers give them 

water to encourage their digestive systems to become clear of grit and dirt. You can buy or 

build cages from wire and put them in a quiet and airy space.  

Purging will make the snail go into their shell and lose around 20% of their weight. They can 

remain in this condition for two months if temperature is maintained at 4 – 6 Degrees Celsius. 

The other option for storing the snails is to cook them and then freeze or refrigerate them for 

storing before you sell them. Snail farmers suggest you use a method of dropping the snails 

into hot boiling water for five minutes. This is a more humane way of killing snails as it is very 

quick. The other option is to put them into the freezer where they die in a similar way they 

would die in a very cold winter.   

 

Packing and Selling 

You can pack the live snails into net bags, cartoons or wooden boxes, depending on the 

quantity the buyer is asking for and your preferences. 

If you prefer selling cooked snails, you need to cook and vacuum-seal them, and then either 

refrigerate or freeze them. If the snail shells are strong enough you can cook them together 

with their shells and usually the outdoors snails will have strong shells that are not going tp 

disintegrate during cooking. Otherwise you can also remove them from their shell with a 

special fork and cook them without their shells, but only once you have already boiled them 

for at least five minutes. Keep in mind that the process of selling refrigerated or frozen snails 

is slightly more complicated, as you need to ensure the temperature does not drop during 

delivery. 
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Storing, labelling and selling snails have to be in line with your local legislation, therefore make 

sure you read ahead and follow all guidelines. 

Marketing your business and making sales can take a lot of your time and it is good to know 

the basics of promoting a business, local legislation, networking, website management and 

distribution. You need to establish a name for your business and align all promotional 

materials from labels on your snails to logos and social media. Beautiful photographs of your 

farm and produce will make your website more appealing, and there needs to be many ways 

to contact you and the ways buyers can make a purchase. Find local organisations of food 

producers, farmers and chefs, where you can network and build your customer base from. 

Main buyers of snails are restaurants, farm shops, grocers and farm markets. Some snail 

farmers also sell to big buyers that buy in bulk; this is a more guaranteed demand but usually 

the price will be lower. 

 

Things to Consider 

There are plenty of legal restrictions and rules that apply to snail farming and selling snails and 

food produce, and it is best to check your local government websites to find out everything 

you need to know prior to starting your snail farm.  

Trading Standards Departments usually define on what kind of equipment you have to be 

using (kitchen scales, pots, and accessories) and how exactly you need to label your food 

produce, a very important part of this is clear identification of allergens.  

Environmental Health department will define what kind of space you need to have in order to 

process snails for sale and how to store them. You will probably have to attend a Food Hygiene 

course to learn of the standards and follow all guidelines. 

Department for Environment and Food is usually the one who can advise on the importing 

and exporting food or animals. In Europe the majority of countries allow free movement of 

snails, however there are restrictions on exporting elsewhere. The department usually 

publishes guidance on producing, harvesting and importing terrestrial edible snails for human 

consumption. 

Check your local authority to find out how they will view your business, because farming is 

usually zero rated and you might be exempt from paying business rates. If you start selling 

food to other producers or buying products to sell then the rules will be different. 

Snail farming can be a very rewarding business venture, but it does take commitment, 

perseverance, and you must be someone who loves spending time outdoors and being very 

hands on. The success cannot be identical or steady between producers because of many 

factors. There are natural differences from region to region, even in farms that use the same 

management techniques and the same feeding methods. Usually you are able to see within 
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the first 9 months if you are managing your farm the right way, as the snails will definitely 

show you how happy or unhappy they are. Please also keep in mind that in the first year of 

operation there will be no income, as the new-born snails will not reach their maturity, with 

the exception of some farms in hot climates where Helix Aspersa will mature faster. 

The most expensive part of running a snail farm is the labour for general managing. If you 

decide to do all the work in the first few years, maybe with the help of your family and friends, 

then the profit will be much higher. 

 

Useful links: 

 Escargot World: www.escargot-world.com 

 Worldwide Institute of Snail Breeding Cherasco, Italy 

 United States Department of Agriculture 

 Department for Environment, Food & Rural affairs - UK 

 Conchological society of GB & Ireland 

 The Malacological Society 
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